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TIP Call for Projects: Preparing for a 
new TIP
• Updates to Project Phases: FHWA has asked us to 

clarify project phase definitions in the TIP document. 
The definitions are as follows:

 Project Planning (PP) -> Planning (PL): Initial phase of project development 
where the need and feasibility of a project is documented and scoping is 
broad and involves the public

 Preliminary Engineering (PE) -> Engineering (ENG): Engineering projects 
include preliminary and final design. Engineering funds involving detailed 
environmental studies and engineering to obtain an approved NEPA are 
under preliminary design. Design activities following preliminary design 
involve the preparation of final construction plans and are under final 
design.

 Right-of-way (ROW): Funding to provide the necessary land for the project, 
or to protect corridors for future projects

 Construction (CON): This funding includes the cost of building the designed 
facility

 Other (OTH): This funding may include permits, inspections, utility costs, or 
in the case of transit, the purchase of capital equipment
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TIP Call for Projects: Preparing for a 
new TIP

• Updates to Project Phases: How does this effect us?
– This should not impact how you program funds in the TIP, as the 

project definitions largely adhere to how funds have been 
programmed by phase in the past. Adding project phase definitions is 
primarily intended to clarify what each project phase involves for 
project sponsors and the public.

– The primary update is to distinguish planning (initial phases of project 
development) from engineering (NEPA, preliminary design, final 
design).

– Read the updated definitions carefully. Call BMC with any questions 
or clarifications.


