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FEDERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR CMAQ 
PROJECT FUNDING
ǋ The CMAQ Program supports two important goals of the U.S. DOT: 

improving air quality and relieving congestion.

ǋ A CMAQ project must meet three basic criteria: it must be a 
transportation project, it must generate an emissions reduction, and it 
must be in or benefit a nonattainment or maintenance area.

ǋ In nonattainment and maintenance areas, the project also must meet the 
provisions contained in the transportation conformity regulations.

ǋ Lastly, all CMAQ-funded projects need to complete NEPA requirements. 
Projects are not required to have quantifiable emissions reduction 
benefits; a qualitative assessment is sufficient.

ǋ All projects awarded annually must be entered into the CMAQ PAS. Data 
for the CMAQ Emissions Reduction performance measure is taken from 
the quantified benefits included in the projects listed in the PAS that have 
been funded in the region.

ǋ Adopted targets reflect the anticipated cumulative emissions reduction to 
be reported in the CMAQ PAS for new projects over the next four years.
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MPO and Urbanized Area Boundaries


