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Background 

An online, interactive platform for 

sharing freight network data to 

enhance the understanding of 

performance and value of freight in 

the regional economy 

LAUNCHED IN 2013
With support from the DVRPC Freight 

Advisory Committee, the initial product 

was made public in 2013. The FAC 

assisted with identification of data and 

included a mix of public and private-sector 

members.
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Why build PhillyFreightFinder

• Expand reach of freight planning efforts

• Improve visibility + availability of freight data

• Educate regional planners and the public

• Develop better data sharing with public- and private-sectors

Twenty Years of Technical Studies
PhillyFreightFinder offered a new platform for putting 

data in the hands of those who needed it; beyond the 

countless printed reports sitting on shelves.
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Value to our partners and to us

• County planners have expanded freight planning capacity

• Engaged new partners (public + private)

• Centralized, accessible data resource for region

• Foundation for additional performance measure tracking

ADDED VALUE TO OUR WORK

being a resource improves visibility of all our products and 

improves the quality and level of input we get in our process
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Components of PhillyFreightFinder

FRONTEND APPLICATION

• Built 100% in-house

• Flexible, lightweight

• Open Source code

• Independent of Esri stack

BACKEND DATA WAREHOUSE

• ArcGIS Server + 

PostgreSQL

• Python for data intake

• Automation of data 

updates built-in to 

workflow
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Data, data, and more data!

PRIORITIZE DATA

• essential to understanding the intermodal supply for freight 

movements;

• that explains freight demand and supply-chain logic; and

• that measures system performance.

4
internal

4
private

11
public
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Evaluation of Data

CONSIDERATIONS

• Practical use or application

• Cost to acquire

• Time/cost of processing

• Computational requirements

• Utility and availability over time
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WHAT WE LEARNED

• Recency/frequency is a key 

consideration

• Consistency and reliability impact the 

utility of data for planning and tracking 

purposes

• Telling the story of freight with data 

requires an ongoing commitment 

TOOLS WE USE FOR DATA MANAGEMENT



Schema Design

• Helpful step to understand context/relationships

• Key for planning optimization

• Provides documentation

• Foundation for Extract-Transform-Load process
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Extract + Transform

• Only what we need

• Optimize for analysis/use

• Data validation checks

WHAT SHOULD WE AUTOMATE?

KEY CONSIDERATIONS

automation is an effective tool to reduce future work but 

dependent on data source consistency. Error reporting and log 

tables are essential
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Open Freight App
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Evolution of Philly Freight Finder
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• Addition of tools over time

– County Profiles

– Maritime Indicators

– Highway Performance Measures

– Freight Center Interactive Story

• Data updates- challenge to 

maintain regular maintenance

• New and better data practices

• Other agency data center tools

• What’s next? 
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Thank You

Kristen Scudder

Freight Program Manager

Office of Freight and Clean Transportation

Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission

kscudder@dvrpc.org

215.238.2939

PhillyFreightFinder:   http://dvrpc.org/webmaps/phillyfreightfinder

Open Freight App:     http://dvrpcfreight.github.io/open-freight-app/
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