


Holding 
Capacity 
and Land 

Use 
Potential

ÅQuestions to Answer

ÅWhere:

Å is undeveloped land?

ÅParcels unencumbered by 
active uses and 
structures

Å is underutilized land?

ÅParcels with both the 
space and regulatory 
potential to develop 
further

ÅHow:

Åmuch new growth can the 
County facilitate?

ÅGeneral & Master 
Plans

Åwill new growth impact 
our school districts?

ÅPublic School 
Projections

Åmany new residents and 
workers will be on our 
public roads?

ÅCooperative 
Forecasting





39% permanently 
preserved



26,116              Acres Preserved 1994  

to 2022

38% of Land Undeveloped in 1994

7% of Land Undeveloped in 2022

Acres Developed from 1994 to 2022          23,696





20,255new homes based on current land use 

capacity & redevelopment potential





~3% of Howard County remains undeveloped but developable

ɆThis is fully uncommitted parcels and does not include redevelopment/resubdivisioncapacity.

Plans submitted for new development dictate major changes

ɆUse Code

ɆProject footprint (new parcel boundary)

ɆUnits and Acres

Attribute and boundary progression with plan and permitting

ɆUndeveloped > In-process > Unbuilt > Permit > Existing
No existing use 

and no plans
Site plan 
approved

Record
plats

approved

Construction
permit
issued

U & O
permit
issued













Lot

Original
Home

Potential New
Home



Growth 
Allocation

ÅIncorporates:
ÅLand use
ÅDevelopment status
ÅLSA scoring for growth

ÅApplies growth through a given 
horizon year
ÅExcel - based development lookup 

table
ÅDensity limits
ÅOpen Space requirements
ÅProportion of Unit/Use 

Types
ÅControl Totals lookup 

table
ÅMaximum amount of 

growth by type



Howard County 
Planning Areas


