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How we define our Holding Capacity

…the potential number of future housing units that could be built on 
vacant and underutilized land based on current zoning. 

Goal

Use spatial analysis to identify land suitable for development and  
determine the maximum units allowed on these properties.  
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Vacant Properties
• No assessment record of improvements

• Without any visible structures

• Has a ‘vacant’ land Use code

• Recent and planned demolition

Underutilized Properties
• Residential structures with a vacant building notice

• Downtown surface parking 

• Properties on block faces with more than 70% vacant structures/lots
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Undevelopable Properties (~10%)

• Right-of-Way, utility, and rail

• Non-residential zoning 
• Open Space
• Hospital
• Educational Campus (public/private/university)
• Industrial (including Office-Industrial and Maritime Ind)

• Playground and Community Managed Open Space

• Rec Centers

• Floodway

• Resource Conservation Areas (Critical Area)

• Steep Slope
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Assign data to remaining properties

• Vacant lot

• Vacant building notice

• Zoning

• Land use codes

• Demolition permit

• Building permit

• Use permit

• Recent subdivisions/development projects/PUD
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Finalize capacity

• Assign yields base on zoning categories 

• Calculate capacity of lot (yield x acres) 

• Summarize vacant and underutilized lots by:
• Zoning category

• Transportation Analysis Zone

• Housing Market Typology

• Census Tract

• Census Block Group

• Neighborhood Statistical Area
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Final Products

• Summary Report of Yields - properties, acreage, and capacity per zone

• Map of capacity by census tract

• Online map of capacity by property and tract - https://arcg.is/0nHnyz

• Submitted as part of State Annual Report 

Next Update – 2023 

https://arcg.is/0nHnyz
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