




A $3 billion investment demands an unbiased review of the Red Line plan. 
 
Throughout its unrelenting push for approval of the Red Line Light Rail project, the 
MTA has stated repeatedly the line is the best possible east-west route for our city; it will 
reduce traffic and pollution, will be highly connective to other commuter systems, will 
have commuters outside the city switching from cars to light rail, will be more efficient 
for residents than current bus lines and will be a boon to Baltimore business and citizens.  
At the same time, citizens from across the city have demonstrated that all these 
assumptions are wrong.  And we have been ignored. A $3 Billion publicly-financed project 
where the combined state and federal contribution will not exceed $2.1 Billion (and likely less) 
carries with it enormous financial risks for the already financially-strapped taxpayers of 
Baltimore City and will make it impossible for the City to improve other parts of its infrastructure 
for decades to come.  
Through the entire process, no political leader in Maryland, outside of the 46th District, 
from Governor and Mayor to our Senators and Congressmen to members of the BRTB 
has ever questioned the MTA’s competency or its plan. Even more disconcerting, no one 
in a leadership position in the MTA has ever undertaken a project like The Red Line. 
Furthermore, more than $800 million in Red Line funding has yet to be secured, only 
being identified as coming from a “Public-Private Partnership.” 
Therefore, it would be grossly irresponsible for the BRTB to authorize a shift of Federal 
Government funds to Red Line construction without – at the very least – insisting on an 
independent review of the Red Line project by a firm that has planned successful light 
rail lines in other cities.  This can be done quickly, inexpensively, and will assure that 
members of the BRTB have acted in a fiscally responsible manner.  
 
Jon Hyman 
1104 S. Kenwood Avenue, Baltimore, Md. 21224 
President Canton Square Homeowners Association 
Board Member, Right Rail Coalition 
   
 

  

 



From: Ben Groff
Sent: Friday, September 12, 2014 4:57 PM
To: comments@baltometro.org
Subject: Comments -- 2014-2017 Transportation Improvement Program Amendments

To whom it may concern: 
 
I am writing to submit comments to the Baltimore Regional Transportation Board (BRTB) on the 2014-2017 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) amendment that has been requested by Maryland Transit Administration 
(MTA) related to funding for the Baltimore Red Line.  
 
The Red Line is one of the most important public works projects ever  proposed for the Baltimore region.  As a resident 
of the city, I believe that the Red Line is critical to ensuring that Baltimore is Maryland's urban center in the 21st 
century, and a strong presence in a thriving region.  
 
I applaud the leadership of the BRTB in moving the Red Line project forward.  It is particularly heartening to know 
that regional leaders in the counties surrounding Baltimore understand that a strong Baltimore will make for a strong 
and more complete Maryland, and that better connections between the region and the city benefit everyone. 
 
As a citizen of the state of Maryland, I am proud of the success MTA has had in earning federal funding grant 
recommendations for two important light rail infrastructure projects, allowing our state to take two great strides 
forward towards 21st century transportation and land use.  
 
The amendment should be approved so that this critical project can move forward as quickly as possible.   
 
Thank you for considering my comments. 
 
Regards,  
 
Ben Groff 

From: judy rose
Sent: Friday, August 15, 2014 10:52 PM
To: comments@baltometro.org
Subject: Red Line Constructin Funding Amendment to 2014-2017 TIP 

Howdy: 
  
    I am always for mass transit projects that will move people faster and reduce 
congestion.   I think to expedite the planning phase and move toward construction and 
completion should be a top priority for the BMC and all those who would benefit with its use.   
  
  
  
                                                            Judy Rose 
                                                            Harford County citizen 
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