Unprotected Bike Lanes on SHA MD 175 Widening Project #AA436242

Jeremy Kirkendall Thu, Jan 8, 2015 at 9:04 PM
To: comments@baltometro.org

Hello,

| attended a public meeting for an update on the MD 175 widening project, specifically the Reece Road to Disney
Road phase, and they showed a typical cross section of the proposed roadway. The 6 lane road included
unprotected bike lanes along the sides of the road. | urge you to make these protected or separated bike lanes.
With the high volume of traffic in 6 travel lanes, 55mph prevailing speed of traffic, and a number of business
entrances along the road, unprotected bike lanes would be extremely dangerous.

| am an avid cyclist and even | wouldn't be comfortable riding a road like that. If you separate or protect the bike
lanes they would see a significant increase in traffic. Many other cities have already seen huge increases in
traffic on existing bike lanes after adding physical barriers. If you ask any cyclist which they are more
comfortable riding on, not a single person would choose lane striping over a protected bike lane.

Thank you for your time,
Jeremy Kirkendall

Rte 175 widening.

Deborah Turton Sat, Jan 10, 2015 at 12:42 PM
To: comments@baltometro.org

SHA,

please add protected bike lanes when you widen RTE 175 from Reece Road to Disney Road. As more and more
bicyclists are on roads in general and this road in particular, protected lanes are the only way to prevent horrible
incidents like the one that Killed Tom Palermo. Clearly painted bike lanes are not enough to protect the citizens
of Maryland from careless drivers.

Deborah Turton
Gaithersburg, MD 20882



Route 175 Widening from Reece Rd to Disney Rd - Jeffrey H. Marks

Jeffrey Marks Mon, Jan 12, 2015 at 5:07 PM
To: "comments@baltometro.org" <comments @baltometro.org>

Dear Transportation Offical,

| agree with MDOT - SHA's plan to include AASHTO comjpliant bikelanes on each side of Route
175 in conjunction with the widening from Reece Rd to Disney Rd. | feel that treating bicyclists as
vehicles and following AASHTO Guidelines works best.

| respectfully disagree with proposals to make a separate bikepath or place a physical barrier
between the bikelanes and roadway. Doing this would increase conflicts between bicycles and motor
vehicles at intersections. As long as AASHTO compliant bikelanes are provided in each direction, |
have no objection to also having a wide sidewalk or "protected path" for pedestrians, child cyclists, and
those cyclists who don't feel comfortable using the bikelanes. It's important that people who use the
sidewalk or protected path slow down and pay attention at intersections. Some trails - Torrey Brown
NCR Trail comes to mind - have signs for cyclists to dismount at at each intersection, including private
driveways.

If space permits, One possible compromise might be to place a rumble strip between the traffic
lanes and the bikelane - as is done with Charles Street north of Bellona Ave. If rumble strips are put
down, there should be at least five, preferbly six, feet of usable pavement to the right of the rumble
strip. There should also be gaps to allow the cyclist to move onto the roadway in case of parked cars,
pedestrians, debris, etc. The rumble strip shouldn't be so deep as to cause the cyclist to crash if he
inadvertently rides on it. And extra sweeping will be needed to keep the rumble strip free of debris.I
thank you for whatever consideration my request receives.

Jeffrey H. Marks
Baltimore, Md. 21215

MD 175 widening and bike safety

norris@mts04.com Mon, Jan 12, 2015 at 5:41 PM
To: comments@baltometro.org

TWIMC,

As part of the road project to widen MD175 it is great to hear that you will be putting in bike lanes along the
shoulders of the roadway. While this is a step in the right direction to make Maryland more "bike friendly" and
safer, let's make sure that it is done right and with the safety of cyclist and motorist as the top priority. | urge
you to make the bike lanes separated from the auto lanes by a safety barrier. As we saw recently with the death
of cyclist Tom Palermo in Baltimore, dedicated bike lanes in and of themselves are insufficient in protecting
cyclists from drunk and/or distracted drivers. While it may cost more up front to provide barriers what cost can
you put on human life and the pain and suffering by all those affected by a tragedy such as one with Tom
Palermo? By putting in separation barriers, especially in this case of a six lane road with heavy traffic, you will
make it safer for drivers and cyclist alike. In the long run will cost less from having one or more "accidents"
happening between motorist and cyclists. This will also make Maryland more bike friendly and I'm sure that the
motorists will appreciate the separation just as much, if not more, than the cyclists will. Separated bike lanes
are a win/win situation. | urge to seriously consider making separated bike lanes in all future road projects.

Thank you,
Norris Marshall, cyclist and motorist.



Route 175 Widening Planning

Dwayne Haines Mon, Jan 12, 2015 at 7:37 PM
To: "comments@baltometro.org" <comments@baltometro.org>

Being an avid cyclist & recently involved in an automobile / cyclist (me) accident this past fall, | urge the
planning commission to create separated bike lanes with the Rt. 175 widening between Disney Rd. & Reece Rd.
Creation now could well save a life in the future, with adjacent traffic speeds an accident would be deadly.

Thanks Dwayne Haines

Proposed Widening of MD 175 between Reece Road and Disney Road

Stan Sunderwirth Mon, Jan 12, 2015 at 9:31 PM
To: comments@baltometro.org

| am opposed to the proposed widening of MD 175 between Reece Road and Disney

Road. The road has already been widened to 4 lanes from 2 and the traffic does not justify
the expansion. When the road was widened to 4 lanes, it was promised that bike lanes
would be included. However, this was a lie. The original road had an 8’ shoulder which
was adequate for bikes, if not pleasant. The 4-lane road included only a discontinuous bike
lane that did NOT meet state guidelines for a 5’ lane. When | inquired why the lanes were
allowed to built without meeting state standards, | got no response from the officials
responsible. The lane is as narrow as 2’ in places and is totally unsuitable for bikes. This
road is no longer safe for any bike travel.

Exactly where is the room going to be found for 6 lanes and two bike lanes? | have no
confidence that the promised bike lanes will be built or that they will meet state standards.
Moreover, a paint stripe is not sufficient protection on a 6-lane highway. If this is to be built,
the bike lane must be separate AND it must have regular crossings of the road with tunnels
or bridges — NOT at-grade crossings. It's not safe for bikes or pedestrians to cross 6-lane
highways at grade. Car drivers DO NOT respect crosswalks in this state.

bike lanes

Sharpe, Stephen E CIV Tue, Jan 13, 2015 at 8:12 AM
To: "comments@baltometro.org" <comments@baltometro.org>

| request you include in all future roadway construction and improvement planning to include protected bike lanes
in the projects. Specifically include the MD 175 widening, phase from Reece Road to Disney Road, for separate
or protected bike lanes.

Steve Sharpe
Ellicott City



separated bike lanes

Fedewa, Tom - NRCS, Beltsville, MD Tue, Jan 13, 2015 at 8:40 AM
To: "comments@baltometro.org" <comments @baltometro.org>

Separated bike lanes sound great, but they never get cleaned and get loaded up with glass and debris. | don’t
trust them.

Tom Fedewa

Soil Conservationist

Compliance Division, Strategic Planning and Accountability
Beltsville, MD 20705

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended recipients. Any
unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the information it contains may violate the
law and subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error,
please notify the sender and delete the email immediately.



Support for Bike Lanes & Trail on the Rt. 175 Widening Project

president@bikeaaa.org <president@bikeaaa.org> Wed, Jan 14, 2015 at 11:07 AM
To: mpeters@sha.state.md.us, Istarkloff@sha.state.md.us, jridgway@sha.state.md.us, DKuzan@sha.state.md.us,
raris @baltometro.org, comments @baltometro.org, Smith Brigid <brigid.smith@mail.house.gov>,
james.degrange@senate.state.md.us, jim.rosapepe@senate.state.md.us, pamela.beidle@house.state.md.us,
marksoochang@gmail.com, ted.sophocleus@house.state.md.us, ben.barnes@house.state.md.us,
joseline.pena.melnyk@house.state.md.us, peter.smith@aacounty.org, ccprus00@aacounty.org,
PZCARD44@aacounty.org, PZMAYE98@aacounty.org, senator@mikulski.senate.gov, senator@cardin.senate.gov
Cc: Nate Evans <nate@bikemd.org>, Emily Ranson <emily@bikemd.org>, Rino Sanchez

"Jack M. Guarneri"

Thank you all for your furthering the funding and planning for the road widening and creation of bike lanes and
trails along Maryland Rt. 175 from Rt. 170 to 295.  Many cyclists attended BMC’s public meeting on June 8,
2015 and while we support the project, we have certain concerns and recommendations regarding the bike lanes
and trail.

Please review the enclosed 2 page paper on the project and we hope you will consider these recommendations
as the project moves forward. We stand ready to work with you to develop safe bicycle infrastructure along
this critical corridor adjacent to Maryland’s largest employer, Ft. Meade.

Thank you.

Jon Korin, President

Rino Sanchez, Board Member and Ft. Meade Bike Commuter

Bicycle Advocates for Annapolis & Anne Arundel County (“BikeAAA”)

A 501¢3 non-profit promoting safe cycling for transportation, recreation & fitness
president@bikeaaa.org

www. bikeaaa.org

www.facebook.com/groups/bikeaaa

www. lifeline100.com for the Anne Arundel County Century Ride

-B BikeAAA-Rt175Support-2015-01-13.pdf
284K



MD175 Bicycle Lanes

January 13, 2015
From Bicycle Advocates for Annapolis & Anne Arundel County

BIKEA—M Contact: Jon Korin, president@bikeaaa.org or Rino Sanchez, rabinabo@gmail.com

Support for New and Extended Bicycle Lanes on Rt. 175

Bicycle Advocates for Annapolis & Anne Arundel County (BikeAAA) is an all-volunteer 501c3 promoting safe
bicycling for transportation, recreation & fitness throughout Anne Arundel County. We originated as a
project of the Leadership Anne Arundel Flagship program and now represent hundreds of cyclists. Rino
Sanchez is on the BikeAAA board and leads a Ft. Meade bike commuter group. We support the commitment
to Complete Streets by the state of Maryland and more recently by Anne Arundel County. Complete Streets
assures that investment in new roads and maintenance/renovation of existing roads will address the needs of
multiple transportation modes including cars, trucks, bicycles and pedestrians.  This nationally recognized
strategy provides more safe transportation options at little incremental cost. Safe bicycle and pedestrian
routes to work, school, shopping and other destinations reduce traffic, protect the environment, stimulate the
local economy and addresses Anne Arundel’s #1 health issue — obesity. It prepares Anne Arundel County for
the transportation demands of the current and next generation.

The section of MD Rt. 175 between the 1-295 interchange and MD Rt. 170 is a vital roadway within Anne
Arundel County connecting Jessup, Ft. Meade, Severn, and Odenton. For cyclists in this area, there are
currently few safe options because of the limitations imposed by large highways (MD 32 and 1-295) and
military base restrictions (Fort Meade). It connects the largest employment center in Maryland, Ft. Meade, to
the 2nd most populous community in Maryland, Columbia, on the west end, and the fastest growing
community in Anne Arundel County, Odenton, on the east end, as well as the Odenton MARC station. With
the projected increase in jobs in the Ft. Meade area and the consequent growth of residential and retail
development of the surrounding region, it is imperative that the area offer safe alternatives for pedestrians
and cyclists. For these reasons, we support the funding for all phases of the MD 175 expansion project and
consider it critical that this funding include trails and bike lanes as described below. While we are pleased to
see the plans include on-road bike lanes, pedestrian sidewalks and a separated hiker/biker trail; we have
several concerns about how this will be implemented. Specifically,

1. SEPARATED BIKE LANES — With 3 lanes of traffic each way, cars and trucks will be moving at even
higher speeds than currently (40 mph limit, with traffic often in excess of 50 mph), with frequent lane
changes and turns into commercial/residential areas. This makes bicyclists in a striped lane adjacent to
a travel lane extremely vulnerable, and it makes it difficult for cars to provide the 3 feet of space when
passing, as required by Maryland law. The design should be changed to provide a protected, or at least
a buffered, lane. This might be achievable within the planned project width by reducing the width of
the median and /or travel lanes and providing a physical barrier or at least buffer between the travel
lane and the bike lane.

BikeAAA is a 501¢3 promoting safe cycling for transportation, recreation & fitness
www.bikeaaa.org BikeAAA, PO Box 208, Arnold, MD 21012




2. HIKER/BIKER TRAIL ALONG FULL PROJECT LENGTH -- The project plans call for a hiker/biker trail along
the full length of the Rt. 175 widening project from Rt. 170 to 295 and it is critical that this is
implemented. This trail will enable bicyclists and pedestrians to safely access the Ft. Meade gates,
retail and businesses along Rt. 175, schools and the current and future nearby residential
developments. We are concerned about how the hiker/biker trail will continue at pinch points and
bridge crossings. It is critical that a physically separated lane be provided at bridge crossings and that
the trail traverses the entire project length.

3. KEY CONNECTORS -- For the trail and bike lanes to be fully used, there must be safe connections to
key origin and destination points. The project should include these connectors or work with
appropriate jurisdictions such as Anne Arundel County, MTA, Ft. Meade and developers to assure safe
connectors are built. These connectors should include:

A. Odenton MARC Station

Meade High School, Meade Middle School, Odenton Library, Jessup-Provinces Park

Ft. Meade gates

Retail and residential areas along the eastern edge of Rt. 175 and in Odenton

WB&A Trail head, Clark Rd./Milestone Parkway, Race Rd.

moow

4. ACCELERATED DESIGN & BUILD OF TRAIL — We advocate early build-out of the hiker/biker trail along
the full project length rather than waiting for each phase of the road widening project to be funded,
design and built. The trail should be less complex and far less expensive than the road widening and
will provide a safe cycling and walking route sooner and while road construction is in process.

Providing a safer route in this key Maryland growth area encourages bicycling to numerous employment,
education, shopping and recreation destinations. For some, a bicycle is the only economic means of
transportation and for others it is preferred for health, environmental and lifestyle reasons.

The state of Maryland was recently ranked #7 in the nation for bicycle-friendliness and the commitment of
MDOT to Complete Streets is an important component. We applaud BMC, SHA and Anne Arundel County for
supporting the Rt. 175 project and obtaining federal funding to supportit.  We stand ready to support this
and future projects that make Anne Arundel County a more livable, healthy, and economically attractive place
to live, work and play.

BikeAAA is a 501c3 promoting safe cycling for transportation, recreation & fitness
www.bikeaaa.org BikeAAA, PO Box 208, Arnold, MD 21012
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