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FAST Act 

– Signed into Law on December 4, 2015 

– Five Year $280.9 Billion Highway/Transit Bill 

– $225.2 Billion Highways 

– $48.7 Billion Mass Transit 

– $7 Billion Highway/Motor Carrier Safety 

– Paid for by Gas Tax (18.4 cents/gallon) and $70 Billion 

General Fund Transfer 
 Tapping surpluses and dividends from the Federal Reserve Bank ($53.3 

billion from the surplus of the Federal Reserve Bank and $6.9 billion 

reduction to the dividends that are paid to banks)  

 Selling oil from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve ($6.2 billion) 

 Increasing customs processing fees ($5.188 billion)   

 



Maryland Highway Apportionments 

– Actual FY 2015: $580,007,300 

– Est. FY 2016: $609,563,599 (5% Increase) 

– Est. FY 2017: $622,151,114 (2% Increase) 

– Est. FY 2018: $635,596,565 (2% Increase) 

– Est. FY 2019: $649,942,279 (2% Increase) 

– Est. FY 2020: $665,508,023 (2% Increase) 

 



Federal Transit Funding (nationwide) 

–  Actual FY 2015: $10,695,000,000 

–  Est. FY 2016: $11,789,410,000 (10% Increase) 

–  Est. FY 2017: $12,175,510,000 (3% Increase) 

–  Est. FY 2018: $12,175,160,000 (0% Increase) 

–  Est. FY 2019: $12,381,180,000 (2% Increase) 

–  Est. FY 2020: $12,592,150,000 (2% Increase) 

 



Metropolitan Planning (nationwide) 

–  Actual FY 2015: $313,600,000 

–  Est. FY 2016: $329,300,000 (4% Increase) 

–  Est. FY 2017: $336,900,000 (2% Increase) 

–  Est. FY 2018: $343,000,000 (2% Increase) 

–  Est. FY 2019: $350,400,000 (2% Increase) 

–  Est. FY 2020: $358,500,000 (2% Increase) 

 



Sec. 1105 Nationally Significant Freight 
and Highway Projects (New) 

• Competitive grants through USDOT 

• Grants must be at least $25 million 

• Eligible applicants include – States, MPOs over 200,000 in 

population, local governments, political subdivisions of a State or 

local government, tribal governments, or public authority with a 

transportation function 

• Eligible projects include – highway freight projects on the NHS, 

highway or bridge on the NHS (including adding capacity on the 

Interstate), freight projects (intermodal or freight rail, ports – must 

be a surface transportation infrastructure project necessary to 

facilitate direct intermodal interchange, transfer, or access into, 

or out of, the facility), railway-highway grade crossings or grade 

separation projects 



Sec. 1105 Nationally Significant Freight 
and Highway Projects (continued) 

• Project cost must equal or exceed the lesser of $100 million or 

30% of a State’s apportionment  

• Eligible costs include, but are not limited to: planning, feasibility 

analysis, environmental review, preliminary engineering, design, 

construction, and other costs 

• Project requirements – economic, mobility, safety benefits, be 

cost-effective, project is reasonably expected to begin 

construction within 18 months after funds are obligated  

• Federal share may not exceed 60% of costs, but other federal 

sources may be used to satisfy the non-federal share – total 

federal assistance is capped at 80% of total project costs 



Sec. 1106 National Highway Performance 
Program 

• Funds may be used for non-NHS bridges on a federal-aid 

highway only if a State ensures that the Interstates 

(excluding bridges) and its NHS bridges are meeting 

minimum condition levels 

Sec. 1111 Bundling of Bridge Projects 

• States may bundle 2 or more similar eligible bridge 

projects and award a single contract for engineering and 

design or construction – a bundled project may be listed 

as one project in the MPO TIP or State STIP 



Sec. 1109 Surface Transportation Block 
Grant Program 

• Increases amounts sub-allocated by population to MPOs and 

other areas of the State – 51% in 2016 increase 1% each year 

to 55% in 2020 

• Reserves $835 million in 2016 and 2017, and $850 million in 

2018, 2019, and 2020 for transportation alternatives projects 

 - TAP funds are allocated 50/50 between States and MPOs 

 - Funds can be obligated to TAP projects as in the law 

      before the FAST Act was enacted 

 - States are required to obligate funds to recreational trails  

 unless the Governor opts out 

 - Areas over 200,000 in population may use up to 50% of   

 the reserved funds for any purpose under the STBGP 

• TAP is repealed from law 



Sec. 1116 National Highway Freight 
Program (New) 

• Establishes a national policy and goals 

• The FHWA Administrator shall establish a National Highway 

Freight Network consisting of: the 41,518 mile network 

established in MAP-21, critical rural freight corridors, critical 

urban freight corridors, and portions of the Interstate system not 

originally included 

• Re-designation shall occur every 5 years but caps the increase 

in mileage to not more than 3% of the total system; establishes 

a process for re-designation 

• Establishes criteria to designate critical rural and urban 

corridors 

 - MPOs in areas over 500,000 in population may designate 

 urban corridors in consultation with the State 

  



Sec. 1116 National Highway Freight 
Program (continued) 

• States may use funding to improve freight mobility on the 

network 

• States are required to develop a freight plan within 2 years 

or lose the ability to obligate funds 

• Defines project eligibility and caps at 10% what a State 

can use on intermodal or rail projects 

• Further defines uses of the funds such as development 

phase activities, preliminary engineering and design, other 

preconstruction activities, construction, ITS, reduction of 

environmental impacts and many other activities 



Sec. 1201 Metropolitan Transportation 
Planning 

• The TIP and Plan also must now provide for the development 

and integrated management of “intermodal facilities that support 

intercity transportation, including intercity buses and intercity bus 

facilities, and commuter vanpool providers.” 

• Representatives or officials of an MPO shall be determined by 

MPO bylaws or enabling statutes; representative of public 

transportation may also serve as a representative of a local 

municipality; authority of the transit representative shall be 

commensurate with other officials 

• MPOs are encouraged to consult with State agencies that plan 

for tourism and natural disaster risk reduction 

• New planning factors - system resiliency and reliability as well as 

reduce/mitigate stormwater impacts on surface transportation 



Sec. 1201 Metropolitan Transportation 
Planning (continued) 

• Plans shall identify public transportation facilities and intercity 

bus facilities 

• The plan should include strategies to reduce vulnerability due to 

natural disasters 

• Interested parties also include public ports, intercity bus 

operators, and commuter vanpool providers 

• Keeps Congestion Management Process and adds new 

optional Congestion Management Plan – an MPO in a TMA 

may develop a plan that includes projects and strategies that 

shall— (i) develop regional goals to reduce VMT during peak 

commuting hours and improve transportation connections 

between areas with high job concentration and areas with high 

concentrations of low-income households 



Todd Lang 

Director of Transportation Planning 

Baltimore Metropolitan Council 

 

The Offices @ McHenry Row 

1500 Whetstone Way, Suite 300 

Baltimore, MD 21230 

Direct Line: 410-732-9566 

www.baltometro.org 

 

 

 

http://www.baltometro.org/

