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Authorization vs. Appropriation  

 

• Authorization establishes and continues surface 
transportation programs over a multi-year 
period 

 

• Appropriations provide the annual funding for 
the federal programs/activities  
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MAP-21: Reauthorization 
 

• Current bill expires on October 29, 2015 
– Another short-term extension will be enacted to keep 

programs active 
 

• Senate passed the DRIVE Act July 30, 2015 
– 6-year policy reauthorization  

– 3-years of funding 
 

• House marked-up their bill on October 22, 2015 
– 6-year policy reauthorization 

– Funding not yet identified   
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MAP-21: State of Highway Trust Fund 
 

• National investment in roads and transit have 
gradually declined as costs continue to rise 

• Gas tax:  

– 37% purchasing power lost since 1992 

– Estimated 52% purchasing power loss by 2023 

• Federal Highway Trust Fund expected to spend $18 
billion per year more than it receives 

• Shoring up the Federal Highway Trust Fund is critical 

– Annual general fund transfers totaling $73 billion since 2008 
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FFY 2016 Appropriations Update 
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FFY 2015  
(actual) 

FFFFY 2016 
 (President’s Budget) 

FFY 2016 
 (House) 

FFY 2016 
(Senate) 

Highways  
(total) 

$40.256 billion $50.068 billion $40.256 billion $ 40.256 billion 

Highways  
(MD share) 

$580 million $720 million $580 million $585 million 

Transit  
(total) 

$8.595 billion $13.914 billion $8.595 billion $8.595 billion 

Transit  
(MD share) 

$161 million $260 million $197.4 million $161 million 



Questions? 
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