
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEETING OF THE 
BALTIMORE METROPOLITAN COUNCIL (BMC) 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
JUNE 27, 2012 

 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
 
Honorable Kevin Kamenetz, Baltimore County Executive and Chair, Baltimore Metropolitan 
 Council 
Honorable John Leopold, County Executive, Anne Arundel 
Honorable Stephanie Rawlings-Blake, Mayor, Baltimore City 
Honorable Haven Shoemaker, Vice-President, Board of County Commissioners, Carroll County 
Honorable Ken Ulman, County Executive, Howard County 
 
OTHERS PRESENT  
 
Noel Chesser, EnerNOC 
Sam Moxley, Assistant County Attorney, Baltimore County Executive Office 
David Nitkin, Director of Policy & Legislative Affairs, Howard County 
Ryan O’Doherty, Director of Policy & Communications, Baltimore City 
Steve Powell, Chief of Staff, Board of County Commissioners, Carroll County 
Bert Wilson, Castlebridge Energy Group 
Amy York, EnerNOC 
 
BMC STAFF PRESENT 
 
Larry W. Klimovitz, Executive Director 
Bala Akundi 
Jason Biernat 
Monica Haines Benkhedda 
Victor Bonaparte 
Dunbar Brooks 
Lillian Bunton 
Lyn Farrow Collins 
Matt de Rouville 
Joan Gorsuch 
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Victor Henry 
Barbara Herron 
Gerry Hisle 
Mara Kaminowitz 
BMC STAFF PRESENT (Cont.) 
 
Michael Kelly 
Shawn Kimberly 
Todd Lang 
Birat Pandey 
Eileen Singleton 
James Slater 
Sandy Spears 
Sandi Stroud 
Amy Swackhamer 
Sara Tomlinson 
Russ Ulrich 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
 County Executive Kamenetz and BMC Chair called the meeting to order at 3:15 p.m. 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
 County Executive Kamenetz introduced Noel Chesser of EnerNOC and Bert Wilson of 
Castlebridge Energy Group to give an overview of energy markets, renewables, and the BRCPC 
managed portfolio. 
 
 Mr. Chesser discussed program cost reduction initiatives; program performance results; 
developments in energy markets – nationally and regionally; local energy market 
developments; and opportunities to further economize and manage energy.  Mr. Chesser’s 
handout explained key stats through the BRCPC energy program.  His presentation showed the 
attributes of participating entities and their accounts for FY 2012 electric and natural gas 
purchases.  Mr. Chesser discussed energy program objectives.  This included stabilizing and 
reducing electric costs; provide an energy information clearinghouse; and support member 
jurisdictions’ renewable energy initiatives (solar).  Mr. Chesser stated that energy cost 
reduction initiatives and goals are to reduce summer peak loads/usage; manage a demand 
response program where participating entities receive cash payments for reducing loads during 
grid emergencies or overload; and to purchase directly from wholesale market via a 
competitive bid process. 
 
 In the area of program performance results, Mr. Chesser stated $68 million in electric 
cost savings was achieved for the period FY 2007 – FY 2011 when compared to BGE standard 
offer rates.  He gave the preliminary FY 2012 YTD results (thru May 31, 2012) and discussed the 



demand response program with EnerNOC.  He stated there are currently 14 entities 
participating thru EnerNOC and there has been $1.2 million in total payments from EnerNOC to 
entities since inception.  The EffiicencySmart Insight (real time metering, monitoring and 
analytics) program identifies over $.5 million in annual savings opportunity for Anne Arundel 
County Public Schools.  Other BRCPC school systems as well as county governments are 
evaluating this program. 
 
 In the area of developments in energy markets, Mr. Chesser discussed shale gas, natural 
gas vs. coal, and the impact of constructing domestic liquefied natural gas export facilities, not 
seen to impact prices in the near term due to long lag times in construction.  
 
 Mr. Chesser also discussed local energy market developments.  His presentation states 
electricity capacity charges are expected to increase by 65% for FY 2014.  It is especially 
important to manage peak loads during the summer of 2012 as they will impact capacity costs 
for FY 2014.  BGE is submitting distribution rate increases for electricity and natural gas to the 
Maryland Public Service Commission.  Mr. Chesser’s presentation also states Central Maryland 
remains a constrained market and Maryland State mandates on solar without continued federal 
and state incentives could result in a shortfall of state goals.  Mr. Chesser’s final point under this 
item concluded that proposed Maryland off shore wind farms are projected to increase costs 
without a meaningful decrease in energy prices.   The final area covered was opportunities to 
further economize and reduce costs.   
 
Approval of Minutes from Board Meeting of April 24, 2012 
 
 County Executive Kamenetz stated the Board was requested to review and accept the 
minutes of the April 24, 2012 BMC Board meeting.  The Management Committee was 
presented with the draft minutes on June 6, 2012.  Corrections/edits were made and presented 
for approval.  County Kamenetz called for a motion to approve the minutes.  County Executive 
Leopold offered a motion to approve the minutes and the motion was seconded by County 
Executive Ulman.  As there were no changes to the minutes, they were approved unanimously 
by voice vote. 
 
Consideration and Approval of FY 2013 BMC Budget 
 
 County Executive Kamenetz stated the proposed budget for FY 2013 was sent to the 
Management Committee on May 17, 2012.  It was discussed via conference call on June 6, 2012 
with written budget notes and highlights presented herein (see attached).  Mr. Klimovitz 
briefed the Board on the budget proposal, requesting an affirmative vote.  County Executive 
Kamenetz called for a motion to approve the budget.  Commissioner Shoemaker made the 
motion to approve and it was seconded by County Executive Leopold.  As there were no 
changes, the budget was approved unanimously by voice vote. 
 
 
 



Escorted Motorcycle Ride – Attorney General’s Response 
 
 Mr. Klimovitz reported that on May 22, 2012 we received a response from the Office of 
the Attorney General acknowledging receipt of our request for an opinion concerning matters 
relating to police escorts of large-scale motorcycle rides.   The letter stated they will commence 
working on the matter as soon as possible. 
 
 As there was no further business, County Executive Kamenetz called for a motion to 
adjourn.  Mayor Rawlings Blake made a motion to adjourn and it was seconded by County 
Executive Leopold.  The meeting was adjourned at 3:50 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 

     
      Larry W. Klimovitz 
      Executive 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 


