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OTHERS PRESENT 
Bala Akundi, Baltimore Metropolitan Council (BMC) 
Regina Aris, BMC 
Dunbar Brooks, BMC 
Tyson Byrne, BMC 
Terry Freeland, BMC 
Joan Gorsuch, BMC 
Charles Grant, Maryland Transit Administration (MTA) 
Richard Jaramillo, Maryland Transportation Authority (MdTA) 
Richard James Johnson, Citizen 
Dami Kehinde, SHA 
Jamie Lake, MDOT 
Todd Lang, BMC 
Theo Ngongang, Baltimore City Department of Transportation 
Kevin Racine, Citizen 
Alex Rawls, Technical Committee Chair 
Michele Rosenberg, Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC)  
George Schoener, I-95 Corridor Coalition 
Steve Sopel, Citizen 
Sara Tomlinson, BMC 
Heather Weir, Citizen 
 
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:04 A.M. by the Chair, Mr. Emery Hines. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: A request for a motion to approve the minutes of the 
December 21, 2010 BRTB meeting was made by Mr. Hines. A motion was made by Ms. 
Cindy Parr to approve the minutes and seconded by Mr. Tony McClune. The minutes 
were unanimously approved.   
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION OPPORTUNITY:   
Mr. Richard Johnson, Catonsville citizen, thanked the BRTB for the opportunity to 
express his concerns and the concerns of others residing in Catonsville regarding traffic 
and pedestrian safety along the corridors of MD 166 (South Rolling Road) and MD 144 
(Frederick Road). Mr. Johnson said that they have come up with a proposal for a 
Catonsville/Metropolitan By-Pass Scenic (Environmentally Safe) Two-Lane Parkway 
coming off of MD 144 onto MD 166 to I-195 & I-95. Mr. Johnson noted that the State 
Highway Administration (SHA) conducted a study in 1971 for a proposed metropolitan 
boulevard which was eventually tabled. On January 5, 2011, SHA formed a 
SHA/Community MD 166 Corridor Safety Study Task Force and proposed “spot 
improvements” along MD 166 which do not address a permanent solution to the current 
traffic congestion and pollution. Mr. Johnson said that the proposal that the citizens 
came up with is to reconstruct River Road, north and south of the Patapsco River to 
Gun Road and/or onto MD 166 to I-195 and I-95. He said that River Road and Gun 
Road could become a Scenic Parkway and serve one-way traffic during rush hours, 
eastbound traffic in the morning and westbound in the afternoon, Monday through 



Baltimore Regional Transportation Board 
January 25, 2011 
Page No. 3 
 

 

  

Friday, closed weekends and holidays, and closed to truck traffic at all times. In 
between rush hours, the Parkway would be used by the community for jogging, walking, 
biking, skating, board skating, etc. He also said that Montgomery County has three 
Scenic Parkways. Mr. Johnson noted an upcoming West Catonsville Traffic/Safety 
Coalition to take place on February 16, 2011 from 7:30 – 9:00 P.M. at the Knights of 
Columbus Hall on Frederick Road.  
[Handout: Proposal for Catonsville/Metropolitan By-Pass Scenic Two-Lane 
Parkway] 
 
Mr. Kevin Racine, citizen, said that he has been trying to convey to the public how to 
hook up to transportation systems. He said that many Harford County residents are not 
aware of how close they are to transit lines and they want to take it before the City 
Council (Havre de Grace) to see what can be done. His point was that you should be 
able to go to any community and buy whatever your needs are. He mentioned that he 
attended the Inauguration at the State House last week and people were curious as to 
how he would get home late at night.  He brought a colleague with him who works with 
him in Harford County and, with the assistance of BMC and others, worked out a plan to 
make sure he was able to attend this morning’s meeting.  Mr. Racine said that we do 
not need to build more transit – what we need to do is extend what we already have to 
the next county line. 
 
REPORT ON PUBLIC COMMENTS: Ms. Regina Aris referred to a handout – Public 
Involvement Report – January 2011, and noted that there are currently no open public 
comment periods. Closed comment periods include the following: “Cleaner & Greener 
Buses and Bus Maintenance Facilities” – two comments, requesting total project costs 
and funding sources for all phases and components of these two projects, and a 
suggestion that total project costs be listed on every TIP sheet so that the public can 
understand how each project or amendment fits in with the total project and costs. The 
public project ideas for Plan It 2035 garnered 174 submissions, primarily through the 
interactive mapping application. No comments were received for the “BRAC 
Intersections near Fort Meade & Aberdeen Proving Ground.” Ms. Aris also reported that 
the Imagine 2060 Photo Contest closed at noon on December 30, 2010, with 41 photo 
entries received. 
[Handout: Public Involvement Report – January 2011] 
 
REPORT FROM CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: Ms. Michele Rosenberg 
reported that the last CAC meeting was held on January 5th and members introduced 
themselves and described what they would like to accomplish as new members. She 
said that this was followed by a short rundown of what to expect from the CAC, 
reminding them that this is an advisory group. Descriptions of committees and goals for 
2011 were given and members were assigned to committees. Ms. Rosenberg noted 
some of the accomplishments and goals which include Membership, Public Involvement 
& Outreach, and Policy & Legislation. She said that activities for 2011 will include 
commentary on documents and plans open for public review including the TIP, TIP 
amendments, and the UPWP. The committee’s major goal is to be proactive on 
planning recommendations and to formulate timely resolutions and recommendations 
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on BRTB planning activities. Ms. Rosenberg also noted that if there is time on their 
monthly agenda, members will be able to give a short 5 to 10 minute report on any 
relevant meetings the member may also attend. 
 
REPORT FROM THE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE: Mr. Alex Rawls said that the 
Technical Committee (TC) met on January 4, 2011. At that meeting, the TC heard a 
presentation from the Maryland Transit Administration (MTA) on the regional transit 
shelter program.  He noted that the contract is about to expire and a new contract will 
be ready by 2013.  Mr. Rawls said that Resolution #11-15 was presented and 
recommended for approval, pending a positive public comment period.  Resolution #11-
16 was for the three MTA projects which the Technical Committee also recommended 
for approval.  The TC also looked at two scenarios for freight inclusion into the 
regionally significant criteria and they concurred with the first scenario (which will be 
voted on at this meeting).  A list of performance measures was reviewed and the goal of 
the TC is to finalize the list. 
 
REPORT FROM THE INTERAGENCY CONSULTATION GROUP: Ms. Parr reported 
on the highlights of the Interagency Consultation Group (ICG) meeting held on January 
5, 2011.  She noted that the ICG determined that the projects in Resolution #11-16 are 
exempt from the requirement to perform a conformity determination and the ICG had 
previously determined that the projects in Resolution #11-15 do not require a new 
regional emissions analysis.  Ms. Parr noted that the ICG was presented with an update 
on Plan It 2035 by BMC staff as well as a presentation on the MOVES model transition.  
In addition, the Maryland Department of the Environment provided an overview of 
current air quality standards and the Baltimore region’s status in relation to those 
standards. 
 
APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION #11-16 – TIP AMENDMENT (DISCRETIONARY 
FUNDING):  Mr. Lang introduced Resolution #11-16, an amendment to the 2011-2014 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) for three projects in Baltimore City.  He said 
all of these projects strive to increase efficiency of maintenance facilities and reduce 
vehicle emissions.  The $15.1 million in funding for these projects comes from a number 
of federal grants.  The projects include the Bush Street Maintenance Shop ($12 million), 
the Bus Wash Replacement ($1.7 million), and the Bus Diesel Engine Replacement 
($1.4 million).  Mr. Lang noted a public review and comment period was conducted from 
December 20, 2010 through January 18, 2011 with a public meeting on January 5th 
where one comment was received.  Mr. Jamie Kendrick mentioned that these are 
discretionary programs and thanked MTA for getting the application approved.  He said 
that there is a bus facility in northeast Baltimore called the Kirk Avenue Bus Division 
which is about 110 years old and has significant environmental justice concerns and the 
replacement cost is between $65 and $75 million.  The communities have asked 
repeatedly that MTA make the necessary investments to work on noise, fumes, dust, 
etc.  The City thinks that is a reasonable request and encourages MTA to move that up 
even if they can’t do a replacement and to be more aggressive in screening air pollution, 
etc.  Mr. Kendrick commented that he would like to see a presentation on this topic from 
MTA.  Mr. Mike Nixon noted that he toured this facility two years ago. 
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Mr. Hines asked for a motion to endorse Resolution #11-16. Mr. Kendrick made a 
motion to approve the resolution and it was seconded by Mr. McClune. The resolution 
was unanimously approved. 
 
APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION #11-17 – REGIONALLY SIGNIFICANT CRITERIA 
FOR FREIGHT PROJECTS: Mr. Lang introduced Resolution #11-17, amending 
Resolution #11-12 which endorsed the prioritization process and criteria for regionally 
significant projects. The amendment addresses only the highway criteria for regionally 
significant projects which has been extended to cover highway and freight projects. The 
members discussed the recommendation of the Technical Committee and supported 
the approach. Mr. Kendrick thanked the TC for their efforts to address this topic. It was 
clarified that the deadline for the freight projects was revised to February 4th. 
 
Mr. Hines asked for a motion to endorse Resolution #11-17. Mr. Kendrick made a 
motion to approve the resolution and it was seconded by Mr. Ben Pickar. The resolution 
was unanimously approved.  
 
UPDATE ON PLAN IT 2035 THE REGIONAL LONG-RANGE TRANSPORTATION 
PLAN: Mr. Terry Freeland gave a brief overview of the status of development of Plan It 
2035, the long-range transportation plan update. The call for project ideas from the 
public has ended. The BRTB has received 174 project ideas from the public. The report 
listing these projects by project type and jurisdiction, and the map showing project idea 
locations, are available on the www.planit2035.com Web site. 
 
Regarding project submittals from the jurisdictions, to date BMC staff has received 11 
regionally significant candidate projects with a total estimated cost of approximately 
$8.9 billion. These projects are in the highway and transit categories. Local financial 
forecasts, as well as submittals of other candidate projects, are due by January 31. As 
determined by the BRTB earlier in this meeting, submittals of regionally significant 
candidate projects in the freight category are due by February 4. Once this information 
is in hand, BMC staff will begin the process of project prioritization and modeling. This 
will include evaluating and scoring the non-regionally significant candidate projects 
using the adopted technical criteria. Other critical activities will include building highway 
and transit networks, developing the travel demand model, and determining air quality 
conformity status for all candidate projects. Throughout this process, BMC staff will work 
with SHA and MTA staff to refine cost estimates and will consult with MDP staff 
regarding project locations relative to designated Priority Funding areas. 
 
BMC staff has developed a draft schedule identifying the major activities, products, and 
due dates for Plan It 2035 and the TIP. After an internal review, staff will share this 
schedule with the Technical Committee at its February meeting. 
 
A GUEST SPEAKER WILL GIVE THEIR PERSPECTIVE FOR THE REGION’S 
VISION: Mr. George Schoener, Executive Director of the I-95 Corridor Coalition was 
introduced to the BRTB. (Prior to the Coalition, Mr. Schoener was Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of the US Department of Transportation and also Director of the Office of 
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Planning at the Federal Highway Administration.) Mr. Schoener provided some 
background indicating that the Coalition is a partnership of transportation agencies, toll 
authorities and related organizations in 16 states from Maine to Florida and 2 Canadian 
Provinces. The focus of the partnership is on long distance passenger travel and freight 
movement, both domestically and internationally. 
 
The geographic area of the Coalition includes 42 of the nation’s 100 largest 
metropolitan areas and 110 million residents. Within this area, there are 3 mega 
regions. One of those mega regions includes the Baltimore area. The Coalition recently 
completed an effort called Transportation Vision 2040.  Mr. Schoener outlined the 
consequences of a “business as usual” approach and a “2040 vision” approach. The 
“business as usual” resulted in a 70 percent increase in vehicle miles traveled, dramatic 
increases in congestion levels, a loss of mode share by freight rail and marine shipping, 
a 34 percent increase in fuel consumption and greenhouse gas emissions despite more 
stringent fuel efficiency standards. Following that overview, the discussion turned to 
what it would take to achieve the 2040 vision. The vision has 4 policy principles 
including: 1) Support continuing economic growth; 2) Support sustainable environmental 
and energy policies; 3) Support sustainable land use practices; and 4) Provide a 
balanced multimodal transportation system. There was considerable discussion by the 
members of the BRTB and consensus that a number of issues warranted further 
investigation and collaboration with MPOs in the mid-Atlantic region and beyond. 
[Handout: Transportation Vision 2040: Supporting Economic Growth in a Carbon-
Constrained Environment] 
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS: 
 [Handout: BMC Letter dated 1/12/11 to MDOT approving Resolution #11-15, 
Amendment to 2011-2014 TIP] 
 
 
Mr. Hines asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Kendrick made a motion to 
adjourn with Mr. McClune seconding the motion. The meeting adjourned at 10:40 A.M. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 Todd R. Lang, Secretary 
 Baltimore Regional Transportation Board 


