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Project Background

SUMMARY: 

SUMMARY: The Metro Freight
research series examines how
metro areas often serve as key 
cogs in the country’s domestic 
and international goods trade 
networks, with a particular focus 
on economic connectivity.



Research Products

New Goods Trade Database

Three Data Interactives

Six Reports

Twenty Blogs/Policy Briefs

Animated Video

Project Background
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Recalibrating National Trade

$17.2 trillion
domestic trade market

Source: Brookings Institution

National Trade Components

85%
Domestic Trade 

Market

15%
International 

Market

80 percent
traded value starts or ends in large metro 
areas

Source: Brookings Institution



Population Complementary Industries Logistics Workforce Distance between Markets

What Affects Trading Relationships?

Detroit
$111 billion
Transportation Equipment

Minneapolis
$24 billion

Precision Instruments 

Houston
$125 billion

Chemicals + Plastics

San Jose
$102 billion
Electronics



Electronics trade 
demonstrates long-
distance flows

Source: Brookings Institution

Baltimore Metro Freight Dashboard 

$162.1 b

U.S.
Baltimore 

MSA

International 
Trade Share

15.1%
11.0%

Total Goods Trade

Source: Brookings MetroFreight Series

Top Trading Partners ($b)

1 Washington, DC MSA $20.5

2 New York MSA $15.1

3 Philadelphia MSA $9.1

4 Memphis MSA $5.8

5 Los Angeles MSA $5.5

6 China $3.6

7 York PA MSA $3.4

8 Atlanta MSA $2.9

9 Lancaster PA MSA $2.8

1
0 Canada $2.6

Top 10 Totals $71.3

Transportation Modes

78.6%

2.2% 1.9%
14.7%

1.3%

Truck Rail Air

Multi Pipeline



Electronics trade 
demonstrates long-
distance flows

Source: Brookings Institution

Specific places 
matter in our freight 
network, many of 
which face growing 
congestion that 
ripples nationwide

Source: Brookings MetroFreight Series and FAF



Congestion is 
especially bad in 
metro cores, 
limiting logistical 
efficiencies, 
resulting in delays, 
and added pollution

Source: Brookings MetroFreight Series and FAF

Source: FHWA



Change in GHG Emissions

Rail

22% 16%

Passenger 
Cars

Medium- and 
Heavy-Duty 

Trucks

76%

Commercial 
Aircraft

5%

1990 to 2014

Source: Brookings analysis of EPA data

Many y Policies s Sidestep p Economic c and Environmental al Priorities

Lack of Project 
Accountability

Ambiguous 
Metrics
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To prosper, public leaders are 
beginning to recognize the 
importance of trade
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